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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to 2020!  It is with great pleasure that 
we welcome all our students and families to the 2020 
school year, especially any new families. We particular-
ly want to welcome our new Foundation (Prep)             
students and look forward to watching them blossom 
in our school environment over the next seven years. We also have many other new students entering our 
school at other year levels. We embrace you into our school’s community and look forward to getting to 
know you and your families. Our school values are:  Respect, Engagement, Achievement, Community and 

Hope.  The first value that our students will be concentrating on this term is Community: We embrace the diversity of the local 
area and welcome each family to the Spring Parks PS community, knowing that we each have something to learn from and                              
contribute to each other.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Staffing changes for 2020: 
Ms Lucy Cheng and Mr Simon Stroud are returning to Spring Parks this year, and Mrs Winterbottom has requested another 3 
terms off, to pursue other interests closer to her home.  Mrs Lyons and Mrs Shahsavand have been on Family Leave, and they will 
be returning too.  Mrs Lyons will be teaching Art at West Campus, and Mrs Shahsavand will be working with Ms Hill in the Welfare 
role. We were sorry to see Ms Humble and Ms Yates leave our school at the end of 2019, but with our own staff returning from 
various leave, there wasn’t a position for them at Spring Parks for this year. I do wish them well wherever their next teaching   
position takes them.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Playgroup Resumes: 
From Tuesday February 11th, our free playgroup for toddlers and pre-school children will again be operating at West Campus. All 
are welcome! Playgroup will operate on Tuesday mornings for two hours. Don’t hesitate to ring our office for more information, 
or just drop in! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Breakfast Club: 
This will begin on Monday February 3rd at both campuses.  Breakfast club starts at 8.15 a.m. in the Art Room at West, and the LEC 
at Valley.  All children are welcome to come in and socialise with their friends over some cereal, toast, juice or fruit.  All children 
who arrive at school before 8.30 a.m. are expected to go to the Art Room or LEC, and wait there until 8.30 a.m.  They don’t have 
to have any breakfast if they’ve already eaten, but they shouldn’t be wandering around outside unsupervised.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
School Council Elections:  
It will soon be time for School Council elections. School Council is a great way for you to be involved in our school. Look out for the 
separate information pack that will come home about School Council elections, in the near future.  We have three parent vacan-
cies.  Please consider being involved with School Council.  We meet twice per term on a Monday evening at 6 p.m. The meetings 
usually don’t go any longer than one hour. It’s your opportunity to have a voice at Spring Parks.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Food Sharing Policy: 
Purpose: It is important to minimise the risk to students at our school who have allergies and anaphylactic reactions. A “Sharing 
of Food” policy will help to reduce the risk to such students. Such a policy can also be considered to assist in the general health 
and hygiene of students.  Our food sharing policy can be found further on in the newsletter.  

I look forward to meeting our new families, and to welcoming back those families who are already a part of our wonderful school 
community.  
 

Julie Fisher  
Principal 

RESPECT ENGAGEMENT ACHIEVEMENT   COMMUNITY HOPE 

Diary dates : 3/2/2020                                                    

07/2: Assembly: 3 p.m.                                                  

11/2: Playgroup starts                                                         

14/2: Assembly: 3 p.m.                                                  

18/2: Year 3&4 to Woodleigh excursion 



 
                                                                                                                                                                       
At our final Assembly for 2019, we announced our 2020 student leaders to a large gathering of family, friends and the 
school community.  Our Year 6 leaders presented the badges to the new leaders.  This was an exciting day for our Year 
5’s and I’d like to introduce you to them now: 

Students are not permitted to share food. Students will be 
reminded by teachers about not sharing or swapping food 
at appropriate times such as snack time and lunch times.      
If students are found to have been sharing or swapping 
food, the class teacher will talk about the issue with the 
child.                                                                                                   

Purpose  It is important to minimise the risk to students 
at our school who have allergies and anaphylactic reac-
tions. A “Sharing of Food” policy will help to reduce the 
risk to such students. Such a policy can also be considered 
to assist in the general health and hygiene of students.  

Broad Guidelines                                                                                     
All members of the school community need to be aware 
that students are not to swap or share food and can only 
eat food provided or approved by their parents. All staff 
take on the responsibility for educating parents and                
students on the reasons for and details of this  policy. 
Staff will be in serviced as required on this issue.  

Implementation                                                                                       
At the beginning of each year the school will inform                   
parents of the “Sharing of Food” policy in the school 
newsletter.  When children celebrate a birthday, food 
items are not permitted for the whole class, e.g. a                
container of cupcakes, lolly bags. This applies to all foods.  

A wide variety of learning and school based activities may 
include the handling of food. Notification will be given of 
any foods used during these activities as part of the class-
room or wider school program.  

Details will be provided to class teachers regarding                       
student allergies. This information must be considered by 
the teacher at special times such as class parties, school 
camps and sleepovers.  

Teachers will be reminded of this policy at the first staff 
meeting each year and encouraged to plan a session with 
their class to educate the students about the policy and 
reasons why food sharing is not a safe practice.  

FOOD SHARING POLICY 

ATTENDANCE  

New guidelines around attendance were brought in                        
towards the end of 2018 by the Government.                                   
With our attendance recorded through Sentral (our new 
system that is being rolled out this year), the program     
automatically sends out a text to every family if a phone 
call hasn’t been made to explain their child’s absence                
(at 10.00 a.m.) Parents are  expected to then contact the 
school, and inform us as to the reason their child is away.   
                                                                                                          
As you can imagine, checking absences each day, making 
sure that the data is correct and then making the required 
changes after a family member has called, can be quite 
time consuming.                                                                                       
Please make sure that you have alerted the school either 
before, or on the day of your child’s absence. A message 
can be left if the phones are unattended.                                            
Finally, just a reminder that the first bell goes at 8.50 a.m. 
which gives the children access to their learning space so 
that they can put their bag away, take anything they need 
out of their bag and go to class.                                                            
Explicit teaching can then commence at 9.00 a.m.                                   
It is very difficult for the teachers, and other children, to 
have students entering the classroom at 9.10 or 9.20 or 
even later – as was the case last year.  The late arrival of 
students impacts on everyone, so please aim to have your 
child at school by 8.50. 

2020– STUDENT LEADERS  


